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nnbaritattafly to his rappoaed future 
father-in-law's toquirie*. 

••How ii jour Aunt Armande, my 
tonT asked the old man suddenly. “I 
remember her ae a charming young wo¬ 
man; when I wee twenty I came near 
falling in lore with her t We must keep 
her in good grace#, for the will leave a 
mug little fortune to her nephew.** 

“Dear aunt!” exclaimed the youth in 
atone of deep affection; “I hope she 
will enjoy life for tansy, many yean 
longer,** and his pious Wish was reward¬ 
ed with a tender glance from Sylvia’s 
dark eyes. Aunt Dolarice also listened 
to him with delight. 

“He has the instincts as well as the 
bearing of a born gentleman,** she whis¬ 
pered to her brother. “Who would 
think that his ancestors had always sold 
cinnamon and nutmegs t” 

Uncle Dorival, who read cyclopedias 
ga d was thought very learned, retorted 
quickly: 

“And why should he not have as fine 
sentiments as a nobleman? Away with 
your absurd notions, sister! All men 
are equal!*’ 

The dock struck 9, and Saint Andre 
suddenly felt a pang of remorse for the 
part he was playing, a# he recollected 
that he had to arrange for his friend’s 
burial and would be expected at the 
hotel. He therefore rose from the table, 
and announcing that he had important 
business to attend to, prepared to leave. 
His host protested in vain, Sylvia looked 
up in Nsfl fr amassment and every one 
entreated him to remain. 

“I do not understand,” began the old 
man, following his visitor to the front 
door. The young man interrupted him, 
saying solemnly: 

“I will explain. At 11 o’clock this 
morning I died, after a short and sud¬ 
den attack of colic, and 1 gave the hotel 
proprietor my word of honor that my 
body should be removed this afternoon. 
You see, therefore, that if I were to ab¬ 
sent myself any longer it would be very 
awkward.” With these words he dis¬ 
appeared, leaving the old father over¬ 
whelmed with amassment. 

When the rest of the family heard 
what had been said they decided that 
the youth was joking. 

“He has humor,” said Uncle Dorival. 
“I shall congratulate him the next time 
I see him 
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Wa let them be jsat for a little while. 

We caaaot bear to put them yei away— 

The vacant high chair of a little child. 

The tors hat but worn the other day. 

Or the low footstool where our dear one's feet 
Had rested, or the father's easy chair. 

That never more will bold the maaly form— 
We let them stand, the room would look toa 
bare. 

Ws gase out in the waning, fading light. 

The hooka and music mock us in the room; 
Our hearts are with that new m a de grave la 
the night. 

All dark and shadow haunted in the gloom. 
God pity those who wait in vain to hear 
The sound of feet that ne’er will tread again 
Or long to kiss white faces hid away. 

In their deep beds beneath the snow and rain. 

The wind from out the harp of nature chants 
A dirge above them as it psssss by; 

The dead leaves, tears of autumn, sadly fall 
Upon our sleeping ones as still they lie. 

Oh. ye who never o'er dead loved ones wept. 
Who ne'er kissed cold hands and faces white. 
And held out empty arms and hearts to God, 
Can never knew the pain we feel tonight. 

' —Ban Francisco Examiner. 
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He will be here in time for 

sapper.” 

Bat supper time came and paasetl. and 
there was no sign of the son-in-law. Tlie 
family became anxious and alarmed, 
and toward 8 o'clock they sent a men 
senger to the hotel to inquire for the 
passenger who had arrived there by 
coach that morning. The proprietor 
sent back word that the gentleman 
named had died at U o’clock of colic, 
and that the body had been taken away 
for bnrial in the afternoon 
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This new* 
was received with unbounded astonish¬ 
ment, and little Sylvia burst into tears 
as she declared that she would wear 
mourning as if she were a widow. 

“It was bis ghost that came here,'* 
said the girl’s mother in a tone of aws, 
but Uucle Dorival shrugged hia shoul¬ 
ders. 

“Do ghosts eat and driuk as he did?” 
he asked 
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That fellow was merely 
some young scapegrace who wanted to 
play a trick on us and get a good meal 
at the same time.” Nevertheless the 
ghost story went the round of the serv¬ 
ants' hall, and the footmen boasted of 
having seen w spirit in broad daylight. 
The tale spread until it became a sub¬ 
ject of wonder in boudoirs and drawing 
rooms, and the fair young widow who 
had never been married wore a black 
gown and veil and shed passiouate tears 
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sadly to the songs of the nightingales. 
The* stars were shining brilliantly, bat 
the sight of their beauty only served to 
increase her sorrow. 

“Alas!” she sighed, “if he were but 
here to stroll with me along these path¬ 
ways!” 

As she spoke a cracking of boughs 
near her made her start with ter¬ 
ror, and in another instant a man 
broke through the flowering shrubs and 
knelt at her feet. The stars were shin¬ 
ing to some purpose then, for by their 
light she recognised the face for which 
she had been longing, and in a voice 
which betokened mingled joy and dread 
she cried: 

“Then you are not dead!” 

kdeed, sweetheart,* he answered 
1 am alive, and I hope to live 


hotel room. Poor fellow! So young, so 
gay, looking forward to a bright future 
and now snatched away without warn¬ 
ing! What would the fair bride-elect 
say when she heard of this tragedy? 

Saint Andre dreaded the bearing of 
the sad news to the family, bat there 
was no one else to perform the errand, 
and so he set off, carrying with him the 
dead youth’s satchel. 

When he reached the stately mansion 
the front door fie 
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open and two foot¬ 
men in livery came to meet him. One 
relieved him of his satchel, the other 
took his hat and cloak and a voice was 
heard exclaiming joyfully: 

“Monsieur, here is your son-in-law at 
last!” 

“Dear fellow!” cried a little, fat, 
white haired man, rushing into the hall, 
“let me embrace you?” and he clasped 
the newcomer rapturously to his heart. 

As soon as he could get his breath 
Saint Andre said hurriedly: 

“Pardon me, sir, but”- 

“I pardon yon for being late,” inter¬ 
rupted the other. “Look, it is 13 o'clock, 
and breakfast is growing cold. Come 
in and see my daughter. The little puss 
has been watching the clock for hours, 
and is all impatient to meet you.” 

He palled the young man into the 
breakfast room as be spoke, and with¬ 
out pausing an instant added, “My wife. 


The HARDEST firvIM+n Prepared 
LEHIGH COAL In the Market. 
FOR SALE BV 

j I J s " 

Chat*. Murray & Son. 

Yard foot of Fremont St. ' 
Orders by mall promptly attended to 
Well screened and delivered tn gooc 
order at the lowest market prices. t 


softly 

and love you for many a long day yet* 
When the two young people entered 
the drawing room the family were play¬ 
ing backgammon. A look of smsie- 
ment greeted the appea ra nce of Saint 
Andre, and every one being dumfotmd- 
ed the young baron had no difficulty in 
telling bis story, which he concluded by 
asking for Sylvia's hand. 

The marriage took place as soon as the 
proper period of mourning had elapsed, 
and Aunt Dolarice wa# triumphant. 

“Did I not tell you he had the bearing 
of a nobleman?” she cried. 

“All's well that ends well, and a baron 
is as good as a grocer,* said Uncle Dori¬ 
val.—Translated from the French Iff 
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Uncle Dorival, Aunt Dolarice, here is 
the son-in-law at last; Sylvia, my child, 
bid him welcome”- 

“I beg pax don, sir,” cried Saint Andre, 
but again his host interrupted him. 

“Don't tell me that you wish to draw 
back at the last moment, my dear fel¬ 
low! Everything has been arranged by 
my esteemed friend, your father, but if 
you have any objection to urge I will 
bear it later; bad news can always keep. 
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shock of his companion’s sudden death 
had unnerved him somewhat, and so for 
the time beiug he yielded to the force of 
circumstance*. 

“Come what will,” he skid to himself, 
“I ouinot bear to put a dampener upon 
the joy of these good people; at least 
not until they have had their break- 
fast.” j 

Be joined therefore in the general 
uunlment, smiled sweetly upon blush- 
tag Sylvia, the bride-elect, and replied 
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